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At the age of 28, Rev. James R. Morris began the Passaic Gospel
Mission in his home at 277 Passaic Street, Passaic, NJ.

Pastor Morris was an inventor
He was educated, but not a [seminary] graduate.

The congregation ordained him on July 23, 1900. He then read a
pledge and requested all members to repeat with uplifted hands to
live up to all the light they received from the Holy Spirit. Then all
took hold of hands and on bended knee asked God in prayer to bless
His own work and themselves.

He founded a mission in Monrovia, Liberia, Africa, which he visited
multiple times for extended periods of time.

My conclusion: James Morris was a gifted apostolic-type leader.
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SERMON NOTES
“Rethinking the Mission: An Introduction”
Kevin L. Rhodes (June 13, 2004)

Just as the first-century disciples had to reorient their thinking to a
missional perspective, twenty-first century disciples need to do the

same

“Christendom ... had effectively become the metanarrative for an
entire epoch. A metanarrative is an overarching story that claims
to contain truth applicable to all people at all times in all cultures.
While the Christendom story no longer defines Western culture, it
still remains the primary definer of the church’s self-understanding
in almost every Western nation, including and perhaps especially
the United States.” (Michael Frost and Alan Hirsch. The Shaping of

Things to Come, 8)

Apostolic and Post- | = Advance and Triumph of
Apostolic Mode Christendom Mode
(A.D. 32 to 313) (A.D. 313 to present)

Didn’t have dedicated | Buildings became central to

sacral buildings. Often
underground and

| persecuted.

the notion and experience of
the church.

Leadership operated
with a fivefold ministry-
leadership ethos.

Leadership by an
institutionally ordained clergy
operating primarily in a pastor-
teacher mode.

Grassroots,
decentralized
movement.

Institutional-hierarchical notion
of leadership and structure.

Church is on the
margins of society and

underground.

Church is perceived as central
to society and surrounding

culture.

| Missionary, !
N ;incamational-sendmg

Attractional/"extractional.”

On the reverse side record any additional thoughts,
comments or questions
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¢ Do we live in a time for a
major paradigm shift?
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that Christ's Apostles wrote
about?

Kung, Hans. What Does Paradigm Change Mean. Crossroad Publishing Company, New York City. 1991. Pg 219
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Network:
The Way of Christ and His Apostles

1st Century Churches

Eerdman’s Handbook to the History of Christianity (Berkhamsted, Herts, England: Lion Publishing, 1977), pp. 66—67

network
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. To what extent does the fu
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. What would it look like for
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This phrase refers to Paul’s
that frames in the overarc

together provide the frame
Testament], which was to k
churches; this was a uniqu
stewardship of revealing C
history, time or culture —a
Paul’s blueprint, principles
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around or present a c
cultural situations):

Traditions that are formed

cultural situation or specifi
Movements: Evangelica
etc.
Denominations: Luther
Presbyterian, Reformec
Theological traditions: (
Dispensationalism, Libe
Distinctive Practices: Bc
Raising Hands, Healings
Styles: worship, prayer,
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Doing theology in culture
biblically in culture, deali
directly address but whic
form solid answersas ar
Scriptures
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ENTRUSTTO EVANGELIZE
FAITHFUL MEN STRATEGIC CITIES

1. The Pauline Cycle

2. Paul’s Letters as Establishing Tools
Early Letters: Strong in the Gospel
(FP Series 1-3)

Middle Letters: Strong in the Mission/Vision
of the church (FP Series 1-3)

Later Letters: Strong, mature households and
leaders (FP Series 3, Master Craftsman programs)
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Believers and Familie
Reformed conduc
Virtues
Household order
True community
Conduct toward
Submit to gover
Responsible livin




Definitions

4. The Paul & Timothy Model
Local leaders: Elders, deacons, deaconesses

Apostolic-type leaders: Who move among the churches,
strengthening and establishing them

Master Craftsman
(Developer of Team)

Apprentice

Young Man
(Team Member)

Milestone #2
Commendation by recognized leader
to develop missionary teams, 2 Tim. 1.6
© keptthe faith
avoids wrangling over words
accurate workman of the deposit

Milestone #1
Commendation by elders to
apprentice with team, 1 Tim. 4:14
© proven character
obvious gifts and fruit
teachability

loyalty obvious growth

undefiled concience
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